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From: Director, Naval Investigative Servicé v
Tos Director, Central Intelligence Agency (DDP-CI)(Mr. LUDLUM)

Subj: Declassification of information concerning President KENNEDY
assassination (U) :

Ref: (a) CIA Memorendum of 22 Msy 1964 for Mr. J. Lee RANKIN;
Subj: Anonymous Telephone Calls to U.S. Embassy in v
Canberra, Austrelia, reletive to planned assassination
of President KENNEDY (S)

1. (U) In response to your verbal inquiry, it has been ascertained
that appropriate Naval Intelligence components have no objection to
declassification of the information concerning the assassination of
President KEMNEDY which was provided on the telephone to the U, S.
Naval Attache CANBERRA, and discussed in yeference. (a).
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
0 : o .
SUBJECT ¢ Australian Press Request Regarding:
Anonymous Telephone Calls to United States
Embassy in Canberra, Australia, Relative to
Planned Assasgsination of President Kennedy
(Warren Commission Document 971)

Background -

Mr, Peter Michelmore, an Australian newspaper representative,
has requested that we declassify CD97l., This consists of a memoran-
dum from you to Mr, Rankin dated 22 May 1964 and an attachment dated
29 November 1963. Both relate to "crank" calls received by the U,S,
Naval Attache in Canberra on 15 October 1962 and 23 November 1963,
CIA first was told about these calls on 24 November 1963 by the Depart-
ment of the Navy - after the assassination of President Kennedy. A

‘copy of CD971 is attached for your information,

Recommendation

1. CDY71 should not be released at this time, Mr. Goodwin says
he can handle the reply by phone.

2. We will initiate preparatory steps toward releasing CD971. This
entails clearance with U,S, naval intelligence and the Australian security

service (the latter as a matter of courtesy).

3. Upon completion of step 2, we will submit an appropriate rec-
S
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The Sydney Morning Herald L1m1ted i

Executive ch
229 WEST 43td STREET, NEW YORK. N. Y. 10036 : RS

THR SYDNEY MORNING HERALD
THB SYDNEY SUN « THE SUN-HERALD
‘THE AUSTRALIAN FINANCIAL REVIEW
WOMAIT'S DAY o PEOPLE o PIX
RADIO TELEVISION AND HOBBIES

March 26, 1968

Mr. Richard M, Helms, S
-Director : '

Central intelligence Aé%ncy,
WASHINGTON D. C. 20505

Dear Mr. Helms:

"This letter is to-request the declassification of Whrren Com-
mission Document 971, which apparently consists of a memo

written by you and is now sealed in the National Archives.

o
According to an article by David Wise in the Saturday Evening!
‘Post of April 6, 1988, the description of CD 971 is: b

"Anonymous telephone calls to U.S. Embassy in Canberra

Australia relative to planned assassination of President
Kennedy." :

This material wculd seem to'be of interest to our Australian
newspapers and, bearing in mind that this material will be '
made public at’ some time, I would like the opportunity to in-

spect it,

7

Yours sincerely,

%/@M—« R
PM/mh : " Peter Michelmore |
: , Editor and Manager
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr.J. Lo Reazn

5URIZCT Anengrapus T;leilhsr_zs Calls to United States
- Lmbassy in Canborra, Ax.atr..'lh. nslative to
Plantied 4soeasinution of Presidant Xennedy

»

1. 1 veferagalnto par..r:rm v two of your memoranduwm,

dated 12 Fobruary 19569, relative to disscminatioas to the Socret
Tarvice mads by CIA,. -

2. Tn 24 Novembor 1963, ClA recelived from tha Department
of the Navy & copy cof a cable {ront the Waval Attache in Cantarra,
Australia (1N 67327, Top Secral, later downgraded to Seerat),
reporting o telophone conversation the grevious day with ay
ANnCN] ,:...cua Indvidual who had described himscelf as 2 Polish

clhuufisur o0 the Soviet ...a..s.-:..'.-..y in thot city. This iadiviceal,
v:hils dlzcuscing scvoral matisro of intelligonce Snturcet, touched
on tha possivility that ths Joviet Government had financed the
assascination of Presidest Rennedy., Reférence wag made (n this

cabls to the recelot of a sizllay soonymoas tclaph:ma call ea
- 15-Cetobey 1862,

3. Upon recelpt of thio cablc from N.wy CL's took the
foumnlag gcticns

2. Cabled to Cznborra A“Un” full amh o£ tnc
t2lephons ¢~:x-aar:~xunn ol 23 uovc,..’rr 2nd the czll made
ca 15 Cetehor 1552, It chould be ncted that CIA had not

prwlously kniswn of the 1362 telephiono call,

WARN"\IG i. :'-."'r
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! ' b. Thz CIA tatica ia Canbavre, on 27 vNofl::-mbar. mrnialwd
' all avaltable {nformatizn on the 1962 talephone cell. IS eopears
that sourcs on that accasion sixted that “Irea Cartals Scuntrics®
planncd t9 pay a handrad theusans dotlars for tha rasassination
of Precidsat Xeanedy.

¢s Ca 27 Novembor, tha ClA Canbevra ‘-‘tfxtion slzo tuniahe ,
complets datail ea the ansaymoss telophons cxll of 23 Novombay 1364,

de Cn 29 Mevembery, © tgemainited this {aformation, ns
supolied by ida Sanbavre ¢ t.sti;n. ts tna srhite Hense, Departwoent
of £tate ~and Yoderal Hgraau of Invortizaticn, with a copy to the

Speret Services A cony of thle di s:mmtwn i {ts auact text
ic sttacagd to thls memoraadame ' '

4. Tux CIA Statloa in Caxburra ayranges {or Clecuselion of the
calle @n the Australlun sccurity esevice.) In tho oplalen of the
Auztralizn suthorfiice, The calliy Uas & cran%. In any owvent, they
ware uot mie to tdontify any Polish exployee of thie Soviet Embdassyp,
tha eutcinchile capcoiled by t'\c czllur as the ons hs drove, or the
Ucensce phtu number glven by hiny, No farther information on this
czll bas beun raceivad. Awailable evidonce weould tend $0 chow thst

the caller was same tyns of gragk, Thia cen*lnslon. howaver, cannot
be cenfirmed.

.
e e e e ' m—— ———— =+ 2 —————— > ——Sr g i Sen o tn  See i . moecmie

8. PFlzase nots that tha niture of the information in this

| g
niezavrendurs and its attachment requires the w1o ot & sensitivity - Ty
irdlcator. . o ‘

Richard Helms

l
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Dapaty drector for Plans |

Attachment

WARMINC NO:IC:
SENSITIVE €C'URCES Ar'D !
METHONS 1Ly {

o .
s f
Lo Sealad

NG rmB e Cma st s

woe o - C eeem fe e e e e -..L,,/ ;_/



13-00000

o . ,‘ .. ’ A _— ‘.;-'_::'.;.'..'..: 4 WAR\_/' § \J‘IC
S | v | uluid -SENSITIVE SOURCES AN
Yo : “"METHODS INVOLVED

CUT Telstype No. 85591, dated 29 Hovombay 1983, filad ot 117 hours,
to tho White iouse, Departmaent of fiots and Federat Norsaau of
Investization, with a copy to the Sccrt Servics

8 Yeur aitexticn is culled £0 2 reviss of anenymous trlcphone
exlls mads to ths oificu of the U.SL. Naval stlacke in Canberra,
agstratlag By = man claimis =3 to huve Had k:w:rlcago soont a Soviak
plet to apeagsinate the lets realdont Hen .nm:sy. Cuy firct record
of tils mattor is & Navel Attecha eabla {vomr Cunberva sent on

34 Novembe 1963,

24 It eppenra that the caller, whko professes to ba tha Pelizh
chauffeue of & Soviat Lmbassy car (o Canbevrn, {ivst phonsd in
evar a year ags, cn 13 Colebor 1962 repect 1962. At that timo he
teld o story aliout flve & SZovict subhrearinsy carrying 406 to 500 Sovieg
ml-.thrc oa thcir vry ts Crba, Coo puspose of this tredp movement,
patd, wua to support the Gorsimer of Misclesippl, Weo added that
t:x..rc wes 2 plot {o pay ony hisdrod thouzand dollays to kill Prevideont
- Hemnady., Beohind the plot, he z2id, wara tha "Iron Caxtain Countvise, ™
| &od “"Commranist mien {a Kaglind, Fong Xoag 2od probably semo other S
countrics,” ‘ f A

3. On 2% November 1563 rapaat 1953, the day after the
zesaesination of ¥ rorident Renpndy and cver .2 year alter tho {lret
telzphons czll, & man bolisved 1o ba the same person phonsd ths

C Embussy again and sgoke to the asclstind Woval Altachz. Ths callesr
refosrad £o hia cill a4 year Boack and statod ha Mad wald thot the TSER
had pat &p 106 Qo uo)..:zrz for thx assassization of President Xaanedy,

o -

4. Gleing what ha clslued were farthes ééfta\!ls zbout the .
gsuazsinaticn, tha callor sadd that adout twe woeis helors (--"x!ch
would Rave baan {a eazly Hovenber 1362) ke was prosent whenan : :
aku«-'tull‘.n vast, 35 to 40 y L8TE ol... and tall, weas Sizpetehed by ‘ ‘
ths Zovices to ths 'LL.;‘.ad Sntez sarsyving o caee sdout 135 to <0 .

coviliactery long, &G c-:.mt‘.m-:z:r:: birl, azd 8,5 cex hmt., ra wide,
.1 nzrmo Vasyl Two wae ussd in £2ma codnection with thiz man.
Flo wind pid o & plene in Sydway and whils tis exller Crova the tvo
Covint cacoria bacik 20 v’-":c¢..r‘.. theols shortwavs Tsdlo ix the cay 1
PA b.fhv_', cunstonilys & shartwavs vadio was going in the Lmbisey

WARNING NCTICE
SENSITIVE SOURCFS AMD ‘
JETHODS INVEL L b

:—kb-(a
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“alzo when they mesived thare. Cvor t -~ radios, one of thece Soviuste
"we dava achisved wbat we want.!

Inlencsia. ¢ wenld pot fdzetify hlesaald, and when he described the

A -

gl W ot

METHODS IMVOLVED

transmittzd nnbers and "ncirtn." Y., sained in the Swbaasy, snd
thut morzing (s np::rcn.ly 23 sreznber 190 4, & rresiags came through
wnd toasts wara dyank in nuszlm Yot and the Russians present sald,

5. Tho ealler turn pave Binidrmation” sboat tha Serict r:'.%!-~ _
in cinXing o Ul Movy naclear zsubonrine apd o Sovidt codversica in

caxr be drives (a5 o vy kine 1952 Bulck, Heenas plate Naw South Yales
CST Ciez) ho addad they citen change jlates, Bave filty sets in regorve,

wd cun changy thew in flvas docunde.

. 6. 'I"ze eallor ndded soms TIGET informaticn aboet 3 womnen
crealeyes of the Smitrican Jmbasvy L thisgs works {or the Soviets,
T"w «.ra'-t om consluded with the caller mcmiszing toc =rllo a letter

to s 2 aval Attache ot ths Amoricew Embaesy.

7. Ths callor spokae good Snpliab and his 2ceent and veice ¢id
not changé threuzhout the conversalion, #0 it was svsumed that he
wus aud clegudsing his voice. :

. [ 4

8. ~laoctralizn anthorilica worliing on this ¢ase consifer tha
caller to ba o exanite They edalo that Sovict olflces in Australla
2o not wsa anythiag hot SGovdet chauﬁw-v they have 30 sacovd of
tasir uring & Polish chaefleur. Theoy are cortiauing thelr nvoctigation.
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12:ASST ALUSNA RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL ‘23 NOV FRO PERoON St
CLAINING TO-BE' »GLISK'DRIVER OF RUSSIAN VEHIGLE. MOST OF :

COWERSATION RECORDED BY ALUSNA. INFO TOUGKED ON ssv‘mm.’

.....

- MONEY Td'INDIVIDUAL IN u. S. 0 ASSASSINATV PRESIDENT'
. POSSTBLE SOVIET IMPLICATION IN U.S.S. THRESHER INCIDENT"
. SYSTEM OF "USSR’ ENBASSY PERSONNEL MEETING MIGnANxS TO
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AUSTRALIA PROVIDING Ft SE PASSPORTS' AND SENDING. THEM ™, i

OTHER’ COUNTRIES " RUSSTAN NILITARY ASSISTANCE T CUBA ao
INDONESIA ;* RUSSTAN' CONTACT UITH coopzmnva Lt moo Emeassy, |
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INFO TO SOVIET EMB‘ SENDING OF AGENTS FROM AUST TO U,Ss -

~ PERSON® GAVE CONSIDERABLE DETAIL ON uonus opcnnnax OF 'TWO.
?’sovxzr AGENTS IN SYDNEY.

|2..PERSON HAS AGREED TO WEETING WITH ASST ALUSNA IN SYDNEY * -+ |

[

- IN NEAR FUTURE. HaS ASKED FOR ASSURANCE: HE -WILL BE PROTECTED

.17 HE COOPERATES." TOLD THAT THIS COULD BE DISCUSSED AT FIRST

MEETIVG.

3. AMBASSADOR, (CAS AND ASTO INFORMED; ASIO CONDUCTI'NG_

SURVEILLANCE FOR WELL DESCRIBED CAR AND DRIVCR WHO CLAIMS \~ T
* T0 BE IN CANBZRRA NOW;: KEEPING SOVIET ENJASSY UNDER SURVEILLANCE. ._
kﬁfk HAS VATCH AT PHONE EXCHANGE TO TRACE ADDITIO\AL_CALLSiy \ N
mm}ms ARRANGED TO MAKE IMMEDIA TE SURVEILLANC\E .

* OF ORIGINATOR AND/OR PLACE FROM WHICH CALL MADE.I SIO/PLAN TO \'ﬁ

~ e

| COVER MEETING GF ASST ALUSNA IN SYDNEY IF - xr—c.vz.nrumzs. i
: 4. \CAS LCOORDINATING VITH ASIo, | T i

*-5¢ ON 15 OCTOBER 1962 A SIMILAR CALL uAs RECEIVED; AT EMB
PAGE.'SRUECCR TOP SECRET . |

- POSSIBLY FROM SAME PERSON. IN THAT CALL REFERENCE MADE TO |

::PLOT WITH REVARD 100,000 DOLLARS TO XILL PRESIDENT KENNEDY. ;:l'-’.3~ e
. -“" 5
CALLER_ALSO STATED USSR SUBS ON UAY TO CUBA WITH 'moops‘

UROSE SECOND OBJECTIVE TO GUARANTEE SUPPORT TO GOVERNOR
OF MISSISSIPPI, SUBSTANGCE OF CALL PASSED TO ASIO AT THAT

TIME BUT No- FURTHER INFO DEVELOPED, , I . SN

\\\ I

6. WHILE SOME ASPECTS INDICATE INDIVIDUAL A CRANK OTHERS
SEEM NORE AUTHENTIC. ALL PARTIES, INCLUDING AMBASSADOR,.

FEEL NATTER SHOULD BE INVLSTIGATED UNTIL ADDITIONAL PACTS .

.
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. ARE DEVZLOPED OR EXISTING LEADS HAVE BEEN EXHAUSTED.

ALUSNA MAKING VERBATUM TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDING WITH
uOMMENTS TO "BE SENT NEXT POUCH.
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